
We are co-workers in God’s service;  
you are God’s field, God’s building.

1 Corinthians 3:9
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Being the Church
For many children 
and adults, a church 
is simply a building, 
a place to go on 
Sunday. I grew up in a 
devout, church-going 
family, and we were 

in church every Sunday. We attended 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Millard, 
Nebraska, a suburb of Omaha.

But as I got older, my definition of 
church deepened. I became involved 
in a congregation, first as a church 
member and then as a pastor.

Those of us who have spent years 
within its doors realize that the church is 
far more than a building. In its simplest 
definition, the church is the body of 
Christ (1 Cor. 12:27). He is the vine; we 
are the branches (John 15:5). We are 
grafted together, growing and drawing 
nourishment from our heavenly Father. 
We are no longer to live as independent 
individuals but to be connected as one 
body, the church.

Now, when I think of the church, I think 
of the many times the church family has 
been present for my wife, Cheryl, and 
me. Just last year, the church provided 
nurture and love to our youngest son, 
Sawyer, and his wife, Karen. They were 
expecting their second child, a girl. 
Early in the pregnancy, medical tests 

showed severe chromosomal issues, 
indicating that she would not live after 
birth. They made the difficult decision to 
carry the baby as long as she lived, and 
we all hoped for the chance to meet her 
before she slipped into eternity.

At this time, Sawyer was in his final year 
in seminary. They were typical examples 
of a poor seminary student and family. 
This was going to be a serious expense, 
however. If the baby was born, medical 
costs would be enormous, followed by 
immediate funeral expenses. In addition, 
Sawyer and Karen needed support and 
encouragement to persevere—and we 
were 1,000 miles away.

During those difficult weeks and 
months, the church that Sawyer and 
Karen attend in Dallas joined together 
to meet their needs. Members and 
leaders in the church regularly prayed 
for and over the family. The church set 
up a fund to help defray the additional 
costs. People provided meals. The 
church provided pastoral support and 
encouragement each step of the way. 

Ella Selah Nyquist was born and lived a 
short 38-minute life. She is now buried 
with love in a grave in central Michigan. 
For her, Sawyer, Karen, and all of our 
family, the church truly acted like the 
body of Christ. They met the needs of a 
hurting family. And I am truly grateful.  n

(800) 356-6639

TODAY WITH DR. PAUL NYQUIST
President of Moody Global Ministries



TODAYINTHEWORD.COM

THEOLOGY MATTERS
by Dr. John Koessler

Gifts, Godliness, and Grace

We sometimes confuse gifted-
ness with godliness. We may 
look at powerful speakers 

or strong leaders and assume their 
success provides proof of their 
holiness. Leaders can be tempted to 
think the results of their ministry are 
evidence that God is pleased with 
them. The experience of the Corinthian 
church shows that giftedness is not 
always a measure of godliness. 

The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts “just 
as he determines” (1 Cor. 12:11). They are 
gifts of grace, sovereignly distributed. 
While every believer receives the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, not everyone manifests 
the Spirit in the same way (see 1 Cor. 
12:12–18; Rom. 8:9). The Corinthian 
church was remarkably talented, and 
people had been granted powerful 
abilities of speech and knowledge. It 
was also richly endowed with spiritual 
gifts. The Corinthians benefited from 
some of the most powerful teachers 
of the New Testament era (1 Cor. 
1:5–12). Yet despite these advantages, 
the church was stained with moral 
corruption and wracked by internal 
division (1 Cor. 3:3–4; 5:1–2; 11:18). 
Worship services were chaotic and 
members were doctrinally confused. 
The situation was so bad that the 
apostle Paul criticized the church’s 
meetings for doing more harm than 
good (1 Cor. 11:17).  

Spiritual gifts have been given by 
God to build up God’s people (1 Cor. 
14:26). They can be misused, however. 
We abuse our spiritual gifts when we 
exercise them for personal glory or 
without regard for others in the church. 
The possession of a wealth of spiritual 
gifts will not protect a church from 
spiritual pride, selfishness, or sinful 
behavior. The manifestation of spiritual 
gifts is not reliable proof that God is 
pleased with a church. 

Spiritual gifts are examples of God’s 
grace, intended for us to use to serve 
others and to build up the church. 
The Holy Spirit bestows these gifts on 
all believers, not only those who are 
growing in holiness and godliness. 
The annals of church history are filled 
with examples of gifted believers who 
struggled with enormous temptations 
and succumbed to sin. At the same 
time, the failure of God’s people does 
not nullify the work of God. Despite all 
the failings of Corinthian believers, Paul 
could still rejoice over this church. They 
needed to address their sin, but they 
could do so because they believed the 
gospel and had the power of the Holy 
Spirit to help them grow in grace.  n

FOR FURTHER STUDY
To learn more, read Jonathan 
Edwards on Revival by Jonathan Edwards on Revival by Jonathan Edwards on Revival
Edwards (Banner of Truth). 



Staying in the Word, Growing in the Lord

Charles Spurgeon once said, “Visit 
many good books, but live in the 
Bible.” I love this quote, because 

the Bible is not just another book on our 
shelves. It is the living, breathing Word 
of God.

We do not study God’s Word just to 
“get it done” or to mark it as a finished 
item on our to-do list. We dive into 
God’s Word on a daily basis to grow in 
understanding, to meditate on its truths, 
and then to apply it to our lives.

The slogan of Moody Global Ministries 
is “From the Word to Life.” Every day, 
readers of Today in the Word, men and 
women from across the United States 
and around the world, are spending 
time in God’s Word and growing 
together in Him. What a wonderful 
ministry! And what a wonderful privilege 
to be part of this ministry and to hear 
from so many of you.

I would like to thank our readers for 
all your letters, emails, and phone 
calls where you tell us how Today in 
the Word has encouraged you to stay 
faithful to God and His Word.  

Betty, from Tucson, AZ, writes that 
Today in the Word “keeps me on track 
for the rest of the day.” Patricia, joining 

us from Jackson, AL, says that “I love 
and serve God better today because 
of the faithful witness of Moody Global 
Ministries. You are in my thankful 
prayers.” Patricia says Moody disciples 
her not only through the daily ministry 
of Today in the Word but also through 
Moody Radio and other resource links 
on the Moody Global webpage. 

If you have not explored all the 
resources that Moody has to offer, 
follow Patricia’s example and go to 
www.moodyglobal.org. There you 
will discover a rich supply of books, 
podcasts, articles, conferences, and 
other resources to encourage you  
each day.

Thank you also for your prayer and 
financial support of Today in the 
Word. Your gifts make it possible for 
thousands of others to deepen their 
walk with the Lord every day. This 
month is Commencement at Moody. 
As we watch our graduates, the next 
generation of missionaries and ministry 
leaders cross the platform and accept 
their diplomas, it is a reminder that God 
is using Moody’s ministries to spread 
His truth across the globe, cultures, and 
generations. With your help, we are 
impacting the world for Christ!  n

(800) 356-6639

FROM THE EDITORS
by Bruce Everhart



1 Corinthians: Living as  
the Church of Christ

We all dream about perfect unity in the church. But we 
often see divisions. Congregations can’t agree on big 
issues such as the ministry of the Holy Spirit, the end 
times, the roles in the church, or the Lord’s Supper. 
They also disagree about small issues such as the 
style of music in worship and the dress code during 
the service. 

As we study the book of 1 Corinthians this month, 
we’ll learn that Paul is writing to a divided church in 
Corinth. The rifts that tore apart the church in the first 
century are not much different from the problems we 
experience today. Paul is teaching the church how to 
overcome disagreements and personality differences 
in order to become the body of Christ, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10, kjv). 

We’ll also see that this letter was written to unify us. 
We hope the study of this book will encourage you 
and show you that in Christ, unity of the church is not 
just a dream. We are thankful for each one of you, 
readers and faithful supporters of Today in the Word! 
We pray the Lord shows you how important you are for 
the beautiful building of God—the church of Christ.  n
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Introduction and Background to the Epistle
In the days of the early church, Corinth 
was one of the leading cities in Greece. 
Though destroyed in a war, it had been 
rebuilt in 44 B.C. as a Roman colony. Due 
to its strategic location and two harbors, 
Corinth prospered as a center for trade 
and as a crossroads for travelers. 

The book of 1 Corinthians, our topic this 
month, was written as an epistle from 
the apostle Paul (v. 1) to the church he 
had planted at Corinth in about A.D. 52 
(see May 9). He most likely wrote this 
letter from Ephesus (16:8) about A.D. 55 
during his third missionary journey.

Despite its material wealth, Corinth 
was morally and spiritually bankrupt. 
The city was known for its pagan 
idolatry and sexual immorality. In fact, 
a Greek idiom literally translated “to 
Corinthianize” or “to act the Corinthian” 
meant “to practice sexual immorality,” 
and the expression “Corinthian girl” 
indicated a prostitute.

Given the city’s reputation, it’s no surprise 
that righteousness is one of the main 
themes of this book. The apostle Paul 
exhorted the believers there to follow 
their calling to be God’s “holy people” (v. 
2) and to grow to spiritual maturity in both 
doctrine and action. His letter is thus quite 
pastoral and practical. The Corinthian 
church had not been living worthy of their 
sanctification. Instead, they had been 
quarreling over leaders, pursuing lawsuits 
against one another, abusing the gifts 
of the Spirit, and misunderstanding key 
issues such as marriage and the Lord’s 
Supper. Paul’s tone was stern but loving 
as he instructed them. As we’ve titled this 
month’s study, he exhorted them to be 
Living as the Church of Christ.

As many have observed, the Corinthian 
believers lived and worshiped in a 
culture not unlike our own fast-moving, 
materialistic, postmodern society. The 
wisdom of this epistle is therefore a 
timely word for us today!

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1–3

SUNDAY
MAY

1
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Corinthians 1:3

How might 1 Corinthians be a timely word for you? 
We encourage you to pray over what God might 
teach you this month. Prayer prepares the heart to 
submit to the Word, which is “useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).

We praise God for the ministry 
of Moody Radio, and we owe its 
success to the support of donors 
and listeners like you. Please pray 
for Moody Radio’s Programming 
team today: Chris Papendick, 
Dan Anderson, Deb Solomon, 
Dan Craig, and Denny Nugent.
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Paul’s Opening Prayer and Affirmation
In an interview about his book The 
Church Awakening: An Urgent Call 
for Renewal, pastor and author Chuck 
Swindoll worried that the church today is 
too focused on entertainment rather than 
worship. He offered this perspective as 
a corrective: “When you come Sunday, 
you’re going to focus on One who is 
eternal, and we’re all going to meet him 
together. And in doing so, we’re going to 
leave different than we came because we 
will have been in his awesome presence, 
and we will be ignited by the work of the 
Spirit within us.”

Paul’s pressing word for the Corinthians 
was much the same. But before he 
began exhorting and correcting 
them, he first affirmed the power of 
God’s grace in their lives. Compared 
to other epistles, he spent less time 
commending them and more time 
commending God to them. God is the 
One in whom they should boast and 
find their true identity.

The apostle’s focus in today’s reading 
was squarely on Christ. He is the model 
for us to imitate, as well as the One 
who gives us the power to do so. The 
Corinthians had received much grace 
from Him (v. 4). He was their source of 
spiritual knowledge and enrichment 
(v. 5). They were to be using His gifts 
for His glory, while waiting eagerly for 
His return (v. 7). He was their guarantee 
of eternal security (v. 8). And the daily 
spiritual walk of individual believers and 
the church as a whole depended on 
fellowship with Him (v. 9). 

God had confirmed Paul’s preaching 
and teaching among the Corinthians 
by beginning to bring about good fruit 
(v. 6). What was true for them is true 
for us: The Christian’s ultimate goal 
and destination are blamelessness or 
perfection, as He faithfully completes 
His work of salvation in us (vv. 8–9; 
Phil. 1:6; 1 Thess. 5:23–24).

God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship 
with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 1:9

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:4–9

2
MONDAY

MAY

We, too, look forward to Christ’s Second Coming: 
“Then we shall be where we would be, / Then we 
shall be what we should be, / Things that are not 
now, nor could be, / Soon shall be our own.” These 
lyrics from the hymn, “Praise the Savior, Ye Who 
Know Him,” and musical arrangement are available 
online and could enrich your devotional time.

As we continue in prayer for Moody 
Radio Programming staff, please 
help us express our gratitude to 
the Lord for these valued team 
members—Jon Gauger, Kurt Goff, 
Maureen Ber, Nate McMillan, and 
Stephen Johnson—and the vital 
work they do in His name.
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The Church Must Follow Christ as Its True Leader
Sports fans love to show their devotion. 
They buy overpriced jerseys, sit on 
hard bleacher seats, and shout at the 
top of their lungs to show their support 
for their favorite team and their disdain 
for opponents. Even watching at home, 
they might share enthusiastic opinions 
about the game with the television set 
or friends on social media.

In the right context, pursued with 
sportsmanship and in good fun, it’s 
fine to be a fan. But the Corinthians 
were acting like sports fans in church! 
They had divided into fan clubs, each 
supporting a different leader, and in 
forming these factions they had lost 
sight of the true nature and purpose 
of the church. The church belongs to 
Christ alone. He alone is its Head (see 
Col. 1:18). In unity, we must follow Him 
alone as our true leader (v. 10).

The Corinthians were guilty of disunity 
due to their quarreling over who among 

Paul, Apollos, or Peter was the best (vv. 
11–12). They had somehow forgotten 
that these men were all on the same 
side—Christ’s side. Neither Paul nor 
any of the others had tried to recruit 
personal disciples at one another’s 
expense, as a pagan orator in Corinth 
might have done. Instead, they were 
dedicated to the cause of the gospel—
Christ’s gospel (v. 13). 

Through rhetorical questions and 
reminders of his ministry among them, 
Paul conveyed his incredulity at the 
way the Corinthians were thinking and 
acting (vv. 13–17). He had personally 
baptized very few of them. He had 
been faithful to his call to preach the 
gospel, not to win “converts to Paul.” 
Furthermore, even his evangelism 
was not about his own “wisdom and 
eloquence” but rather about the power 
of the Cross. The Corinthians’ strife 
dishonored the gospel and tainted their 
witness to a watching world.

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10–17

TUESDAY
MAY

3
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 

each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
Ephesians 4:32

Are we sometimes guilty of making spiritual 
leadership into a popularity contest? Do we treat 
musicians, radio preachers, or bestselling authors 
like our favorite sports teams? Do we look to them 
before we look to Jesus? A godly leader would be 
the first to remind us that it’s all about following 
Christ for the glory of God.

Greg Thornton, senior vice 
president of Media, thanks our 
faithful supporters and welcomes 
your prayers for Moody’s media 
ministry. May your investment 
in Moody Radio and Moody 
Publishers bring a return for 
God’s glory!
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The Church Must Hold to the Message of the Cross
What if you saw a church that had an 
electric chair mounted on its steeple? 
In his book The Cross and Christian 
Ministry: Leadership Lessons from 
1 Corinthians, D. A. Carson pointed 
out that “The same sort of shocked 
horror was associated with cross 
and crucifixion in the first century. . . . 
Crucifixion was reserved for slaves, 
aliens, barbarians. Many thought it 
was not something to be talked about 
in polite company. It is this cultural 
distance from the first century that 
makes it so hard for us to feel the 
compelling irony of 1 Corinthians 1:18.” 

This instrument of capital punishment is 
essential to the gospel. The “message 
of the Cross” thus makes no sense in 
the eyes of the world. How could an 
executed criminal be the Son of God? 
But the wisdom and power of God is 
not like that of mere human beings. He 
has a way of overturning expectations 
and flipping perceptions (1:18–21, 25).

In this epistle’s original context, both 
Jews and Gentiles would have been 
offended and confused (1:22–24; see 
Rom. 9:33). Jews, picturing God as a 
Divine Warrior (Zeph. 3:17), would have 
been expecting a Messiah arriving in 
power to deliver them. Greeks would 
culturally have been expecting logic, 
persuasive rhetoric, and related proofs 
of human wisdom. The gospel matched 
neither paradigm.

Paul applied this insight to the 
Corinthians (1:26–31) as well as to his 
own ministry (2:1–5). From the world’s 
point of view, following Christ is weak 
and foolish. What reason, then, did 
the church have for behaving in such 
a prideful and quarrelsome manner? 
Pagan orators competed for adherents, 
but this made no sense for Paul 
and other church leaders within the 
Christian faith. Christ alone is the source 
of our redemption. He “has become for 
us wisdom from God” (1:30)!

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to us . . . it is the power of God. 

1 Corinthians 1:18

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18–2:5

4
WEDNESDAY

MAY

Books about leadership are built on business 
or corporate paradigms and make skillful use 
of human wisdom. But as Paul taught in today’s 
reading, church leadership should march to a 
different drumbeat. One good example is The 
Cross and Christian Ministry: Leadership Lessons 
from 1 Corinthians, by D. A. Carson.

Program Production staff—Chris 
Segard, Amy Rios, Joe Carlson, 
and Lee Rugen—lend their 
creative vision and spiritual 
passion to the beloved programs 
of Moody Radio. Thank the Lord 
for this team’s ministry across the 
globe, cultures, and generations.
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The Church Must Declare the Wisdom of God
A typical first-century Greek or Roman 
person regarded the gospel with 
contempt. Commentator Leon Morris 
described an ancient picture of an early 
Christian standing before a crucified man 
who was represented with a human body 
but a donkey’s head. The inscription read, 
“Alexamenos worships his god.”

The message of the Cross is nonsense 
to unbelievers, both in the days of the 
Corinthians and now. Thankfully, we 
know the wisdom of God transcends 
human wisdom (see Prov. 9:10). We 
cannot grasp Him on our own any more 
than we can save ourselves from sin. 
He has revealed Himself most perfectly 
in His Son, who has accomplished 
our redemption. This is the good 
news that is the church’s mission and 
privilege to declare! But even when we 
faithfully declare it, we shouldn’t expect 
success by human means or standards. 
Gospel wisdom, as Paul wrote here, is 
qualitatively different.

What is the nature of gospel wisdom 
(vv. 6–10)? It is a mystery revealed. 
Though long-prophesied and part of 
God’s sovereign, eternal plan, it had 
arrived and been fulfilled in unexpected 
ways. Its truth remains hidden from 
society’s usual VIPs and is discerned 
only by the spiritually mature, that is to 
say, those who have been spiritually 
reborn by trusting in Christ for salvation. 

What is the source of gospel wisdom 
(vv. 10–16)? The Holy Spirit. He knows 
the mind of God because He is God. 
He enables believers to understand 
the “mystery” and empowers us to 
obey God’s will (see John 14:16–17). 
He teaches us the words we need 
to declare God’s wisdom and good 
news among the nations. Spiritual 
rebirth, growth, and understanding are 
His work. Without the Holy Spirit, the 
natural human mind cannot grasp the 
spiritual truth of the Cross. The church, 
however, has “the mind of Christ.”

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 2:6–16

THURSDAY
MAY

5
The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 

1 Corinthians 1:25

As you dig into 1 Corinthians this month, you 
might want additional study aids. A helpful one 
is the Moody Bible Commentary, from the 
faculty at Moody Bible Institute. Another good 
commentary is 1 Corinthians by Leon Morris, part 
of the Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 
series, which is readable and efficient.

On today’s National Day of 
Prayer, let’s pray for our country 
and for each other, mentioning 
also these additional Program 
Production team members as 
they serve at Moody Radio: Ryan 
McConnaughay, Steven Tabor, 
Joel Swan, and Bill Davis.
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The Church as a Farmer’s Field
Scientist Carl Hodges believes that 
a plant called salicornia, or sea 
asparagus, can help solve the world’s 
food and energy problems. Salicornia 
is nourished by seawater and can grow 
in places with little soil or fresh water. 
It can also be converted into biofuel 
(like ethanol). Hodges has already 
developed successful “seawater farms” 
in Eritrea and northern Mexico.

Hodges’s goal is a healthy crop to 
benefit the world. When Paul compared 
the church to a farmer’s field in today’s 
reading, he similarly meant that the 
church’s purposes should be maturity 
and fruitfulness. Being divided over 
leaders showed the shallowness of 
their faith, but a deeper understanding 
of the gospel, the Cross, and the Spirit 
would move them in the right direction.

The Corinthians’ disunity was caused by 
their spiritual immaturity (vv. 1–4). Their 
jealous behavior and fighting confirmed 

that they weren’t living by the Spirit or 
with the mind of Christ. By now they 
should have progressed from milk to 
solid food, in terms of their ability to 
understand and apply spiritual truth 
(see Heb. 5:12–14). The fact they hadn’t 
indicated was that they were “acting 
like mere humans” (v. 3), that is, living as 
worldly or unregenerate people.

The church’s disunity demonstrated 
a lamentable lack of understanding 
of how God works (vv. 5–9). Church 
leaders such as Paul and Apollos 
are God’s servants, not the heads 
of competing factions. If the church 
is a farmer’s field, then each leader 
carries out their assigned task, be that 
planting, watering, or reaping (vv. 6–7). 
In nonmetaphorical terms, these tasks 
might include evangelism, discipleship, 
teaching, and the work of prayer. God 
uses the farmer, but ultimately He is 
the One who brings about growth 
and fruitfulness.

We are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s 
field, God’s building.

1 Corinthians 3:9

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 3:1–9

6
FRIDAY

MAY

Jesus used an agricultural metaphor in His well-
known Parable of the Sower (Matt. 13:1–23). If you 
have time, read this parable in conjunction with 
today’s passage from 1 Corinthians, reflecting 
on its lessons regarding fruitfulness and spiritual 
responsiveness. You could also begin a topical 
Bible study on planting seeds or bearing fruit. 

Janet Stiven is vice president and 
general counsel at Moody. Pray 
that she will be encouraged by the 
Lord today as she works on many 
tasks, providing godly counsel 
and legal expertise to Moody’s 
leadership to help guide all of our 
ministries effectively.
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The Church as a Building Project
In 2012, the 30-story Ark Hotel in 
Hunan Province, China, was built in 
just 15 days. Because the design made 
extensive use of prefabricated parts, 
once the foundation had been laid 
workers took only 360 hours to erect 
the 183,000-square-foot building. What 
about the quality? The construction 
company claimed the hotel can 
withstand a 9.0-magnitude earthquake!

When Paul compared the church to a 
construction project, his focus was on 
the quality of the building materials, that 
is, on the spiritual worth of the church’s 
activities (vv. 10–15). In this picture, 
the foundation is Christ, for without 
Him there is no building at all. Church 
leaders are construction workers, each 
with an assigned role to play and for 
which they will be held accountable. 
The quality of each one’s labor will be 
evaluated or tested by God. Those 
who have done ministry of eternal 
value (gold, silver, jewels) will receive 

a reward; those who ministered from 
human effort (wood, hay, straw) will be 
saved but nothing else.

The building under construction is 
God’s temple, that is, the church or 
God’s people (vv. 16–17; see Eph. 
2:19–22). “You yourselves are that 
temple,” Paul wrote, a truth that should 
fill us with awe and joy. The church is 
sacred, cleansed by the blood of Christ. 
God dwells in and with us. He is the 
protector and guarantor of the entire 
construction project.

Therefore, the Corinthians must stop 
living by worldly wisdom (vv. 18–23). 
Their divisiveness wasn’t only a 
practical problem. It was sin against 
God, dishonoring His redemption by 
living like unsaved people. They were 
“of Christ,” not “of Paul” or “of Apollos”! 
As Christ-followers, we should live 
together in our unity in Him and rejoice 
that “all things” are ours because of Him.

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 3:10–23

SATURDAY
MAY

7
You yourselves are God’s temple and God’s Spirit 

dwells in your midst. 
1 Corinthians 3:16

Each of us will one day be called to “give an 
account of ourselves to God” (Rom. 14:12). How 
might you fare when the “fire” of accountability 
tests your work? Will the ways in which you’ve 
spent your time, energy, and resources prove to be 
highly flammable? Or will they endure into eternity 
and earn God’s reward (see Eph. 6:8; Rev. 22:12)?

Campus Post Office in Chicago is a 
vital part of our connection to the 
global Moody family and friends. 
Please ask the Lord that He 
would bring Tony Harper, 
Brenda McLemore, Mike Lathrop, 
and Larry Beach fulfillment and joy 
in serving Him today!
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Paul: Serving the Church as a Fool for Christ
Roy Riegels made one of the most 
famous plays in college football history 
at the 1929 Rose Bowl. Playing for the 
University of California against Georgia 
Tech, Riegels picked up a fumble, was 
spun around and ran 69 yards—in the 
wrong direction. His mistake led directly 
to a Georgia Tech safety, an 8-7 loss, 
and the nickname “Wrong-Way Riegels.”

Like Riegels, the Corinthian believers 
were headed in the wrong direction. They 
were acting as if they had already reached 
spiritual maturity when in fact they were 
still living according to worldly wisdom. 
They should have known from Paul’s own 
example, which is why he encouraged 
them to imitate him (v. 16) insofar as he 
himself imitated Christ (see 11:1).

Paul and other leaders never pursued 
popularity but instead sought to 
serve the Lord as faithful stewards 
of the mystery of the gospel (v. 1). By 
embracing the wisdom and power of 

God, he had been perceived as weak 
and foolish. That didn’t matter, nor did 
the Corinthians’ opinion, nor even his 
own conscience. The only thing that 
mattered was God’s judgment of his 
faithfulness to his calling (vv. 2–5).

The Corinthians, in their quarreling 
and factionalism, had forgotten these 
basic truths and stood guilty of pride 
(vv. 6–7). Paul used sarcasm and irony 
to call them to repentance (vv. 8–13). 
The world saw him and other leaders as 
fools, and treated them as “the garbage 
of the world.” They had followed in 
Christ’s footsteps and suffered for His 
name. Yet apparently the Corinthians 
thought they had found a quicker and 
easier way to the kingdom. Apparently 
they didn’t need God’s wisdom and 
strength, the kind associated with the 
Cross. Apparently they were better 
than the leaders over whom they were 
fighting. Paul’s stern rebuke fit the 
seriousness of their sin!

Those who have been given a trust 
must prove faithful. 

1 Corinthians 4:2

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 4:1–13

8
SUNDAY

MAY

Part of being “co-heirs with Christ” is to “share in 
his sufferings” (Rom. 8:17; 2 Cor. 1:5). We would 
rather thank the Lord for His blessings than be 
hungry, cursed by others, or regarded as “the 
garbage of the world.” Ask the Lord to strengthen 
your faith to accept this part of our calling, even 
when the world thinks we’re weak and foolish.

As we continue to pray for the 
Campus Post Office staff, please 
add Nga Tran, Richard Tatina, 
Samuel Ramos, and Victor 
Perez to your prayer list. May 
they experience God’s love and 
encouragement as they process 
and deliver mail.
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Paul: Serving the Church as a Spiritual Father
Paul first arrived in Corinth on his 
second missionary journey. He met 
Priscilla and Aquila there, and he 
preached the gospel alongside 
them, Silas, and Timothy to both 
Jews and Gentiles. He faced active 
opposition. Progress was slow. But God 
encouraged him in a vision: “Do not 
be afraid; keep on speaking, do not 
be silent. For I am with you, and no 
one is going to attack and harm you, 
because I have many people in this 
city” (Acts 18:9–10).

Paul taught and ministered in Corinth 
for eighteen months and became the 
church’s spiritual father (vv. 14–17). That 
is, he started the church there and was 
the first to guide the new believers 
in the truths of the faith. Though his 
ministry role didn’t matter as long as 
he obeyed God (3:5–9), he did have a 
certain right (and apostolic authority!) 
to command the Corinthians’ attention, 
and they had a certain obligation to 

listen. He had already sent Timothy to 
represent him and intervene pastorally 
in the current crisis.

In addition, Paul promised to come 
soon himself (vv. 18–21). Just as a father 
cares enough to discipline his children 
(see Heb. 12:7–11), so also did Paul 
care enough to correct and rebuke the 
church he had planted. The way of the 
Cross was all that mattered to him! Next 
to the gospel, all else was unimportant. 
Did the Corinthians really think they 
wouldn’t be held accountable for their 
arrogant words and actions? Wouldn’t it 
be better to receive correction sooner 
rather than later?

Today is always the right day to turn 
from sin and error and return to the 
Lord. There’s no time like the present 
to change course and live worthy of 
our calling (Eph. 4:1–6). Will we, too, 
live as “fools for Christ” for the sake of 
the gospel?

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 4:14–21

MONDAY
MAY

9
The Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but 

gives us power, love and self-discipline.
2 Timothy 1:7

Who needs to hear the gospel, the message of 
the Cross? Are you praying for an opportunity to 
share the good news with that person? Are you 
ready and willing to do so when God sends one? 
Evangelism and witnessing are activities and a 
lifestyle to which all Christians are called, trusting 
the outcomes and “harvesting” to God’s hands. 

Dr. Tim Arens, VP and dean of 
Student Life, will be grateful 
for your prayer support today. 
We appreciate his hard work, 
dedication, and the impact he’s 
had over the years on 
his students’ educational 
and spiritual journeys.
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The Imperative of Purity
Encouraged by their miraculous victory 
at Jericho, Joshua and the Israelites 
thought conquering Ai would be easy. 
They were wrong. God revealed to 
them that their initial defeat was due 
to the sin of a man named Achan. 
At Jericho, he had disobeyed God’s 
command and kept some of the spoils 
for himself. Because of Achan’s hidden 
sin, God allowed Israel to be defeated 
(see Joshua 7).

Purity is an imperative for God’s people! 
In today’s reading, Paul addressed a 
specific case for which the Corinthians 
deserved rebuke, an example of how 
they were failing to live worthy of the 
gospel. Worse, this was not a hidden 
sin like Achan’s but a blatant and public 
case of sexual immorality meriting 
church discipline.

A man in the Corinthian congregation 
was guilty of incest (vv. 1–5). Not even 
pagans would tolerate that! Yet the 

church felt proud, perhaps because 
they had wrong ideas about grace 
and freedom. They should have cut 
off fellowship with this confirmed 
degenerate. So now Paul used his 
apostolic authority to instruct them to 
“hand this man over to Satan,” meaning 
to put him outside the church into the 
world’s territory. This was a last resort 
to spur him toward repentance—a last 
chance for forgiveness and restoration 
to fellowship (v. 5).

We as believers are collectively 
responsible for the purity of the church 
(vv. 12–13). Because of Christ’s sacrifice 
(as the true Passover lamb), we are 
to get rid of the “yeast” of sin (as with 
the unleavened Passover bread) and 
replace it with sincerity and truth (vv. 
6–8). We are not to associate with sin 
or to give tacit or implied approval to 
sin (vv. 9–11). As Paul later wrote to the 
Corinthians: “The old has gone, the new 
is here!” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Matthew 5:8

READ  1 CORINTHIANS 5

10
TUESDAY

MAY

Battling public and private sins together is one 
of the purposes and privileges of the church. 
Accountability is not easy, but following the way 
of the Cross requires it. We who look forward to 
Christ’s Second Coming must not tolerate sexual 
immorality, greed, gluttony, pride, or other sin. We 
must seek purity, “just as he is pure” (1 John 3:2–3).

As final exams begin on Moody’s 
Chicago campus, we pray for our 
faculty who work hard to prepare 
students for these exams and the 
future tests of ministry. Please 
uphold the Sports Ministry faculty: 
Christopher McHugh, Dana Daly, 
Daniel Dunn, and Jean Penfound.
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The Imperative of Unity
“The Church’s One Foundation,” as the 
hymn says, “is Jesus Christ, her Lord; / 
she is his new creation by water and the 
Word. . . . / Elect from every nation, yet 
one o’er all the earth; / her charter of 
salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 
/ One holy Name she blesses, partakes 
one holy food, / and to one hope she 
presses, with every grace endued.”

In addition to purity, the church must 
live in the unity we have in Christ. 
The Corinthians were not doing that. 
Instead, they were taking one another 
to court in civil lawsuits over money 
and property (vv. 1–6). Their lack of 
unity was a shamefully bad witness. 
Why would they seek justice from those 
who scorned the church? Why would 
they dishonor Christ through public 
squabbles? Since one day believers 
will judge the world and even angels 
(see Rev. 20:4), it’s reasonable to think 
that we should take responsibility for 
settling our own internal disputes.

Because they used the courts selfishly 
or dishonestly to pursue their own 
material gain, the Corinthians were 
“completely defeated already” (vv. 
7–8). Comparatively speaking, it would 
be better to be taken advantage of or 
victimized in some relatively minor way 
than to cheat and defraud their brothers 
and sisters in Christ as they were doing.

The spiritual principle is the same as in 
the case of the incestuous man in the 
previous chapter: Out with the old, in 
with the new (vv. 9–11). Sin, selfishness, 
sexual immorality, and greed describe 
what they used to be and how they 
used to live. But wrongdoers do 
not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Redeemed people don’t live like that! 
Righteousness is the new standard. 

As people transformed by Christ, they 
and we should seek purity and live in 
unity with one another.

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 6:1–11

WEDNESDAY
MAY

11
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 

through the bond of peace. 
Ephesians 4:3

Greed can be an invisible sin in a materialistic 
society such as ours. Cultural ideas about what 
we deserve and faulty ideas of justice obscure 
our ability to see unfair and exploitative economic 
practices as sin. How might the church be salt 
and light in this area? How might we apply biblical 
principles in order to hold high the name of Christ?

John Sauceda, Gina Lee, John 
Bolthouse, Chuck Huang, and 
Diane Rogers, part of Moody’s 
Enterprise Applications, provide 
software support and maintenance 
to the Moody community across the 
Chicago campus. Pray for wisdom 
and God’s guidance for them. 
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Temples of the Holy Spirit
Corinth was a place where pagan 
religious activities, including worship 
of the emperor and his family, were 
fully integrated into the culture. The 
city was known for its many temples, at 
least twelve in all, including temples for 
Asclepius (god of healing), Aphrodite 
(goddess of love), and Apollo (god of 
music), the last in the middle of the city. 

In this context, Paul’s readers 
understood what he meant when he 
compared the body (the church, 1 Cor. 
3:16) and our bodies (6:19) to “temples.” 
The purpose of his metaphor was to 
combat their mistaken ideas about 
grace and freedom (v. 12). Treating 
freedom and grace as licentiousness 
leads only to a de facto reenslavement 
to sin or, at a minimum, to actions not 
spiritually beneficial to others.

Paul applied this metaphor and principle 
especially to the sin of sexual immorality. 
Using our bodies for sexual immorality 

runs counter to God’s will and purposes 
for them (v. 13). It dishonors our destiny 
of resurrection (v. 14). It opposes both 
our collective identity as the body of 
Christ and our individual identities as 
redeemed people united with Him (vv. 
15–17). God designed human sexuality 
with a spiritual dimension, not simply 
as a physical act. Therefore, the best 
response to temptations of sexual 
immorality is to flee (v. 18). To sin in this 
way goes against both God and one’s 
own self.

Our bodies are “temples of the Holy 
Spirit” (vv. 19–20). This means they 
are sacred spaces intended for 
worship. God has given them dignity 
and purpose. We are not free to do 
anything we please with them, certainly 
not to engage in the kinds of sexual 
immorality found in pagan temples in 
Corinth. As redeemed believers, the 
Corinthians—and we—are commanded 
to use bodies in ways that honor God. 

You are not your own; you were bought at a price. 
Therefore honor God with your bodies. 

1 Corinthians 6:19–20

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 6:12–20

12
THURSDAY

MAY

Our culture declares that sex is a private matter 
between two consenting adults, a personal choice 
not subject to public judgment, with pleasure a 
sufficient reason in and of itself to engage in sex. 
In order to be on guard against these deceptions, 
we must hold fast to the biblical teaching that God 
created sex for marriage (v. 16; see Gen. 2:24).

Please continue to pray for the 
IT’s Enterprise Applications 
team: John Rood, Kati Middleton, 
Larry Carlin, and Chris Kolody. 
Their expertise in computer 
software and databases ensures 
the successful operation of the 
departments they serve.
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Life in the Church: Marriage
As missionaries in Russia, Moody 
alumni Paul and Becky Hedgepeth 
celebrated their tenth wedding 
anniversary by inviting eight couples 
over for a night of fun, fellowship, and 
witness. They shared how God had 
been the center and foundation of their 
marriage and family: “We hoped each 
couple would go home with a renewed 
sense of appreciation for each other 
and that they would be challenged 
to think about God’s role in their own 
marriages and lives.”

Having dealt with the negative use of 
their bodies through sexual immorality, 
the epistle of 1 Corinthians next moves 
on to the positive—marriage. That is, 
sexuality within marriage is one way to 
“honor God with your bodies” (6:20). 
Today’s reading is frank and practical in 
addressing this topic.

Paul advised his readers to stay single 
for the sake of the kingdom (vv. 7–9). If 

they did marry, it must be an exclusive, 
one man-one woman relationship (vv. 
1–6). Faithful, heterosexual marriage is 
the only way to fulfill God’s purposes 
for sex. In fact, what used to be 
called “conjugal rights” are a duty for 
both husband and wife and a way to 
guard against temptations to sexual 
immorality. Abstaining from sex must be 
mutually agreed upon, only for prayer, 
and only for short periods of time.

For Christian couples, divorce is 
not generally an option, but if they 
do separate, the goal should be 
reconciliation (vv. 10–11). Remarriage is 
not envisioned for believers while the 
spouse lives. If a believer is married to a 
nonbeliever, the Christian should stay in 
the marriage if the unbelieving spouse 
is (vv. 12–16). God can work through 
the believer to bring salvation to the 
unbelieving spouse, and the believer’s 
faith has a sanctifying effect and serves 
as a blessing on the family.

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 7:1–16

FRIDAY
MAY

13
You were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 

with your bodies.
1 Corinthians 6:20

A good book, retreat, or conference can develop 
or reinvigorate a marriage relationship. Here are 
three: The Marriage You’ve Always Wanted and 
A Couple’s Guide to a Growing Marriage by Gary 
Chapman, and The Meaning of Marriage: Facing 
the Complexities of Commitment with the Wisdom 
of God by Timothy Keller (with Kathy Keller).

In conclusion of our prayer focus 
on Enterprise Applications,
please include Pepi Manieson, 
Fred Schultz, Kevin Davis, 
Matthieu Champanhet, and 
Juan Lemus in your time with 
God today. We thank God for 
their computer expertise.
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Life in the Church: Social Status
The economy of the Roman Empire 
depended on slave labor. And Corinth, 
as Ben Witherington III explains in A 
Week in the Life of Corinth, “due to its 
location, was a clearing-house for the 
slave trade.” Concern was growing for 
more humane treatment of slaves, and 
a legal means called peculium was 
provided for manumission. If a master 
agreed, a slave could accumulate 
money and property and purchase their 
freedom. This is what Paul meant when 
he advised slaves to gain their freedom 
if they could (v. 21). 

Paul extended his stay-as-you-are advice 
to other areas of life, using circumcision 
and enslavement as examples. “Each 
person should remain in the situation 
they were in when God called them” 
(v. 20). The general principle is to seek 
the good but not to initiate unnecessary 
conflict over lesser matters (vv. 17, 20, 
24). One commentator paraphrases: 
“Live the life God assigns.”

From our perspective, this sounds 
countercultural. We prefer to believe 
in social mobility, that is, that anyone 
who works hard enough can better 
themselves. Paul was not against 
people bettering their social status or 
situation. But such things matter less 
in God’s kingdom than His concern for 
our spiritual status. As the NIV Study 
Bible puts it, “No change of status 
that anyone brings about by their own 
action can advance their salvation.”

Next to the priority of obedience, for 
example, circumcision meant nothing 
(vv. 18–19). Even slavery paled by 
comparison (vv. 21–23; see Gal. 3:28). 
Physical freedom is a good thing, but 
the better and higher reality is spiritual 
freedom. To describe this another way, 
to be a Christian means the high calling 
of being in bondage to Christ. This is 
the most noble situation we could hope 
for! Spiritual categories far outweigh 
social ones.

Godliness with contentment is great gain. 
1 Timothy 6:6

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 7:17–24

14
SATURDAY

MAY

Ask the Holy Spirit to examine your heart to reveal 
whether you’re more concerned about social status 
or spiritual status. Are you taking more pleasure from 
a growing bank account instead of growing in the 
grace and knowledge of Jesus? Do you compare 
yourself to the Joneses instead of to Christ? Pray that 
your priorities will align more with God’s. 

Today is Commencement Day 
at Moody! As Moody’s president 
Dr. Paul Nyquist sends out our 
students and confers diplomas, 
we invite you to uphold in 
prayer Dr. Nyquist and the new 
generation of Moody graduates 
who will work for God’s kingdom.



Q  What does the letter to the 
Hebrews mean when it says 
Jesus “ascended into heaven” 

(Heb. 4:14)? At Jesus’ ascension, did 
He go through outer space and the 
galaxies on the way to heaven?

A The writer to the Hebrews uses 
descriptions of the tabernacle 
in the Old Testament and the 

high priest’s prescribed movement 
through the tabernacle on the Day 
of Atonement to communicate the 
transcendence of Christ’s ascension 
into heaven. Under the old covenant, 
the priests could enter the Holy Place 
for worship; but only the high priest 
could enter the Most Holy Place, and 
he could enter there only once a year 
on the Day of Atonement (Heb. 9:7). 
On the Day of Atonement, the high 
priest alone passed through the court 
of the tabernacle, went through the 
first compartment of the tabernacle, 
the Holy Place, then through the veil, 
and entered the Most Holy Place. He 
sprinkled the blood of atonement on 
and before the mercy seat, making the 
annual national atonement for Israel 
(see Leviticus 16; Heb. 10:1). 

The Lord Jesus did not pass through 
the earthly tabernacle, but He passed 
through the heavens. But we must not 
mistake the language of the tabernacle 
to mean that Jesus passed through outer 
space and through galaxies en route 

to heaven. When Jesus ascended, a 
cloud received Him from the sight of His 
watching disciples, and the next moment 
He was in glory (see Acts 1:9–11). In a 
twinkling of an eye, Jesus transcended 
all the limits of time and space. He has 
taken His place at the right hand of God, 
the true Most Holy Place, and there He 
has made atonement for us—and unlike 
the atonement offered by the high priest 
in the tabernacle, His sacrifice is once 
for all and never needs to be repeated. 
What a wonder!

Q  Jesus tells the church in 
Laodicea, “Because you are 
lukewarm—neither hot nor 

cold—I am about to spit you out of my 
mouth” (Rev. 3:16). What do you think 
this means?

A The city of Laodicea had two 
water sources: cold water 
from the mountains and hot 

water from the natural hot springs. The 
water from these two sources came into 
Laodicea through aqueducts. By the time 
the water reached the city, the hot and 
cold water had mixed, making the water 
supply lukewarm. The lukewarm water 
supply nauseated those who drank 
it. Being the master teacher, the Lord 
Jesus tells the Christians in Laodicea 
that they are like their water source. 
They are neither refreshing cold water 
nor are they healing hot water. They are 
lukewarm in their commitment to Christ. 

QUESTION AND ANSWER
by Dr. Winfred O. Neely, Professor of Preaching and Pastoral Studies
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Their lukewarm condition nauseates the 
Lord. He will spit or vomit them out of His 
mouth; that is, He will remove their public 
witness. Twenty-first century lukewarm 
Christianity is also nauseating to the 
Lord. May the Lord grant us grace to be 
refreshingly cold and therapeutically 
hot for His glory and honor and for the 
blessing of people around us!

Q  God said, “Let us make 
mankind in our image” (Gen. 
1:26). Since He used the 

plural personal pronoun “us,” was He 
consulting with Himself or was He in 
counsel with angels?

A Very good question! First, we 
should notice the context of 
Genesis 1, in which the only 

Creator and actor is God. In order to 
underscore in our minds the centrality 
of God’s role, God is used 32 times in 
31 verses. Through repetition, the Spirit 
focuses our attention on God. The idea 
that the plural pronoun “us” implies 
God’s consultation with angels, then, 
does not cohere with the context of 
Genesis 1 and its bold emphasis on God 
alone as Creator and Maker. 

Second, if God consulted with angels, 
it would imply that not only are we 
created in the image of God but we are 
also created in the image of angels. But 
the context rules out such thinking; the 
text says, “God created mankind in his 

[singular] own image, in the image of God 
he [singular] created them” (Gen. 1:27).

It makes the most and best sense, 
therefore, to understand the “us” and 
the “our” in this passage as plurals of 
majesty and hints and indicators of the 
triune nature of God, clearly revealed in 
the New Testament (Matt. 3:16–17; 28:19).

Q  Why did God use the form of 
a story to give us so much of 
the truth in the Bible?

A Much of Scripture is historical 
narrative, a genre that tells  
history in the form of story. I 

believe the Lord communicated a major 
part of His revelation in the Old and 
New Testament in historical narrative/
story for several reasons. First, story is 
universal; second, story is memorable; 
third, stories have the power to 
penetrate our minds before our sinful 
defense systems rise up against the 
truth; and fourth, stories appeal to our 
imaginations. The God who created 
us knows that we are more than just 
rational brains; we also have hearts and 
emotions that respond to the wondrous 
story of His love for His people.

Yes, God is the great storyteller, the 
ultimate communicator of truth through 
story. But there is more: through faith in 
Christ our story becomes a part of His 
incredible story of redemption.  

Through faith in Christ our story becomes a part  
of His incredible story of redemption.

MOODY GLOBAL MINISTRIES 21
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Life in the Church: Singleness
A recent online survey for a dating 
website revealed casual attitudes 
toward sex by many contemporary 
singles. Sixty-three percent of men 
and 44 percent of women admitted to 
one-night stands. One third had sex 
by the third date. Forty-seven percent 
said they had “friends with benefits” 
relationships. Forty-two percent would 
not even consider dating a virgin.

When it comes to human sexuality, 
Christians are called to higher standards! 
That includes both married people and 
single people. Obedience in sexual 
purity and warfare against temptations 
to sexual immorality are necessary for 
single and married believers. Both in 
Corinth and in modern America, this is 
a challenging calling!

Without disrespecting marriage, Paul 
made clear that in view of the present 
circumstances in Corinth singleness is 
the more desirable state. He did not 

command singles to stay unmarried—as 
it seems he had—but he did state it 
as an explicit  preference (vv. 25–27, 
36–40). His reasons were pragmatic: 
Single people have more time and 
energy to focus on the Lord’s work, 
whereas married people take on family 
obligations and must therefore spend 
time and energy to meet the needs 
of their spouses and children (vv. 28, 
32–35). Practically speaking, then, 
marriage creates divided interests. This 
doesn’t mean marriage is wrong, but it 
does mean that singles should consider 
carefully whether their state (including 
celibacy or sexual abstinence) is a “gift” 
from the Lord (v. 7).

From an eschatological perspective, 
Christ’s return is imminent and could 
happen at any time (vv. 29–31). The 
church’s calling and mission have 
special urgency. The pursuit of His 
kingdom is an even higher priority than 
seeking a marriage partner.

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 7:25–40

SUNDAY
MAY

15
Live in a right way in undivided 

devotion to the Lord.
1 Corinthians 7:35

This chapter elaborates on Paul’s “stay as you 
were when God called you” teaching. Perhaps 
you’re weighing several goals that all seem 
good, or deciding how much energy to spend in 
a particular direction. Perhaps you chafe against 
your current circumstances. Ask the Lord to use 
this Word to shape your perspective and priorities.

It’s our privilege to mention in 
prayer our trustees and their 
work on behalf of Moody Global 
Ministries. Ask God for continued 
excellence and renewed vision 
in their leadership. For their 
names, please see the list on the 
masthead on page 5.
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The Responsibility of Maturity
Thomas E. Bergler warned about the 
“juvenilization of American Christianity.” 
By this he means “the process by 
which the religious beliefs, practices, 
and developmental characteristics 
of adolescents become accepted as 
appropriate for adults.” He argues 
that this has led to “self-centered, 
emotionally driven, and intellectually 
empty faith,” which in practice is little 
more than a “Christianized version of 
adolescent narcissism.” 

A Christian’s goal should be to grow 
to maturity (see Eph. 4:11–16). Mature 
believers have a responsibility to care 
for younger and weaker believers in 
order to help them grow up. This is 
what the “law of love” is all about. 

The Corinthians had asked a question 
about eating meat sacrificed to 
idols, one of several such questions 
addressed by Paul in this epistle. As 
he tended to do, he used this specific 

issue as an example of a larger truth: 
the difference between knowledge and 
love (vv. 1–3). If our knowledge grows 
but our love does not, what’s the point? 

Knowledge yielded the abstract truth 
that eating meat sacrificed to idols was 
no problem (vv. 4–6). Idols are nothing. 
Our God is Lord alone over everything, 
including food. But not every believer 
understood this. Some were ignorant, 
and others had weak consciences. To 
them, eating meat sacrificed to idols felt 
like sinning (vv. 7–8).

Love tells the applied truth that we 
should not act in ways that cause fellow 
believers to stumble (vv. 9–13). To do 
so is to sin against Christ Himself. Since 
food in and of itself is nothing one 
way or the other, why not give it up in 
love for the weaker believer? Greater 
knowledge should lead to greater 
maturity and the responsibility to love 
like Jesus does.

Knowledge puffs up while love builds up. 
1 Corinthians 8:1

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 8

16
MONDAY

MAY

Is there an issue of freedom or conscience that 
troubles you? Have you prayed over this question? 
Sorting through issues of knowledge, love, liberty, 
and obedience is difficult, requiring all the wisdom 
we can get! We suggest an additional reading for 
your devotional time today, Romans 14:1–15:13, in 
which Paul also wrote about the “law of love.”

Would you lift up to God in prayer 
Moody students on all our three 
campuses? Though summer break 
has already started, many of 
them go on mission trips or take 
summer classes. We pray that in 
everything they will look to Jesus 
for hope and comfort. 
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A Pastor’s Rights
Pastoring is a stressful profession. 
According to one survey of evangelical 
pastors, 71 percent battled with 
depression and felt burned out. Eighty-
nine percent had thought about leaving 
the ministry. This wasn’t a passing idea, 
as 57 percent “said they would leave if 
they had a better place to go—including 
secular work.” Other studies have 
reported that only 20 to 40 percent of 
those who enter the ministry stay in it 
for more than ten years.

In today’s reading, Paul taught that 
pastors have a right to be paid, but 
also that they have the right to give up 
that right if it would further the gospel. 
Church leaders have the right to receive 
financial and material support from their 
congregations (vv. 1–12). Paul had this 
right, both as an apostle and because 
of his previous ministry among the 
Corinthians. This claim was a rebuke 
to his critics, who were supporting rival 
factions. Fair wages for labor is simple 

justice, after all, “Who serves as a 
soldier at his own expense?” (v. 7).

There are times, though, when this right 
can be surrendered for the sake of the 
gospel (vv. 12–18). Just as he had taught 
in the previous chapter, Paul himself 
had surrendered his rights and freedom 
in order not to be a hindrance to the 
gospel’s progress in Corinth. He was no 
traveling orator gathering a following, 
but a servant of Christ being faithful to 
his calling.

Paul’s bottom line was his passion 
for the gospel (vv. 19–27). He made 
use of his freedom in Christ to 
become a “slave to everyone, to 
win as many as possible” (v. 19). Like 
an athlete competing for a prize in 
Corinth’s Isthmian Games (similar to 
the Olympics), he trained hard and 
competed wholeheartedly, motivated 
by a “crown that will last forever” (v. 25).

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 9 

TUESDAY
MAY

17
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.

Philippians 2:3

Given the stress-filled realities of pastoral minisry, 
what responsibility do local congregations have 
toward their pastors? To pay them a fair salary and 
benefits, certainly (v. 14; see 1 Tim. 5:17–18). How 
else can your church show care for your leadership 
staff? How would they like to be supported? Can 
your church better obey this biblical principle?

Jim Elliott, vice president of 
Stewardship, and his teams play 
a crucial role in keeping Moody 
connected with our friends who 
contribute to Moody’s ministries. 
Please support in prayer their 
efforts on this road.
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Celebrating the Lord’s Supper
When Moses led the Israelites to the 
land of Canaan, he sent twelve spies to 
gather information (Numbers 13–14). Ten 
returned with fear-filled reports. Only 
Joshua and Caleb had the faith and 
courage to say, “We should go up and 
take possession of the land” (13:30). 
The people sided with the fearful spies, 
and because of their disobedience their 
generation was condemned to wander 
and die in the wilderness.

Paul references this history (vv. 1–13). 
Despite the fact that all the Israelites 
in the Exodus received God’s grace 
through Christ, not all of them made 
it alive to the Promised Land. Their 
negative example is a harsh warning. 
Idolatry and sexual immorality are 
unacceptable activities for believers. 
God will not be mocked (see Gal. 6:7). 
We are instead to fight tenaciously 
against temptation, knowing that God is 
faithful and will always “provide a way 
out so that you can endure it” (v. 13).

Specifically, the Corinthian believers 
were dishonoring the Lord’s Supper 
(vv. 14–22). They acted as though they 
were still pagans feasting in Corinth’s 
temples, in a way reminiscent of the 
Israelites bowing before the golden calf 
(see Exodus 32). Idols in themselves 
have no power, but demons stand 
behind them, and to worship idols is to 
“be participants with demons” (v. 20). 

Communion, as a remembrance of the 
gospel and an act of worship of the 
one true God, must be approached in a 
wholly different spirit. To eat the bread 
and drink the cup is to participate in 
Christ’s body and blood (v. 16). This act 
means that we align ourselves with 
Him, fellowship fully in His redemption, 
and seek to live in communion with 
our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Celebrating the gospel and our Savior 
together with others in the body of 
Christ is a holy privilege.

God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear.

1 Corinthians 10:13

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1–22

18
WEDNESDAY

MAY

We all experience temptations of sexual 
immorality, grumbling, and lack of faith. How 
reassuring that God remains faithful! Meditate on 
1 Corinthians 10:13 to encourage you to focus on 
God’s provision for us in times when you feel on 
the verge of being overwhelmed by temptation. 
He has promised to always make a way to escape!

As we approach the end of the 
fiscal year, please join chief 
financial officer Ken Heulitt in 
prayer and praise to our faithful 
God. Pray also for next fiscal 
year’s budget and stewardship of 
our financial resources. 
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The Responsibility of Freedom
Commentators Roy E. Ciampa and 
Brian S. Rosner explain that the two 
great commandments—to love God 
and to love one’s neighbor—lie at the 
heart of Paul’s thinking about Christian 
freedom: “In Paul’s view, our love for 
God must be reflected in our love for 
others. That perspective is reflected 
in the relationship between v. 31 and 
vv. 32–33, where doing ‘all for the 
glory of God’ (v. 31) entails doing what 
it takes to keep others from stumbling 
unnecessarily (v. 32) and seeking their 
good and salvation (v. 33). That is the 
model Paul set for the Corinthians and 
which Christ set for Paul through the 
giving of his very life (11:1).”

This is the purpose of the Christian life 
in a nutshell! When we live in purity 
and unity, according to the wisdom and 
strength of the gospel, and follow the 
way of love that is the responsibility 
of maturity, then we bring God glory. 

This is the ultimate purpose of all our 
choices, all our freedoms, and all of 
history. In everyday life, this purpose 
means simply that we are to seek the 
good of others (vv. 23–24). What would 
edify our brother or sister in Christ? 

Paul returned in today’s reading to the 
responsibility of Christian freedom. 
Eating meat sacrificed to idols was 
not a sin, and believers could accept 
hospitality and eat such food with 
no worries if no one raised the issue 
(vv. 25–27, 30). But if someone did, 
that probably indicated a weaker 
conscience, and in that case the more 
mature and loving choice would be 
to refrain from eating the meat (v. 28). 
Moreover, the stronger believer was 
not to judge the weaker one or to feel 
resentment about their rights being 
limited (v. 29). Instead, in all things we 
are to “follow the example of Christ” 
(11:1).

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 10:23–11:1

THURSDAY
MAY

19
Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it 

all for the glory of God. 
1 Corinthians 10:31

If we made every decision based on the principle 
of “other’s good and God’s glory,” what might 
change in our lives? You might stimulate 
your thinking by examining your schedule or 
checkbook, or by discussing this question with 
a close friend. We tend to be skillful at deceiving 
ourselves, so pray for God’s wisdom.

Dr. John Jelinek, VP and dean 
of Moody Theological Seminary, 
invites you to pray for its mission 
of equipping Christian leaders 
with the truth of God’s Word. 
MTS provides our students with 
quality theological training and 
practical ministry.
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Order in the Church
Based on this passage, some Christian 
denominations require head coverings 
for women. The Plymouth Brethren, 
for example, hold that women show 
respect for God and male leadership 
when they cover their heads with 
scarves, shawls, or hats during the 
worship service. Others see this as a 
specific historical-cultural practice not 
binding for us today. 

The roles and responsibilities of men 
and women remain a vital topic in 
church life. The timeless principle in 
Paul’s teaching here is headship (v. 
3). This term indicates and includes 
authority, respect, honor, and proper 
order. The same term is used to 
describe Christ’s relationship with the 
church (Eph. 1:21–22). The term does 
not indicate inequality, for “the head of 
Christ is God,” yet they are both equally 
divine Persons of the Trinity, and men 
and women are equal before Christ 
(see Gal. 3:28). The term also does not 

mean the self-serving or exploitative 
use of authority or power common 
among unregenerate people.

In the Corinthian context, one application 
of headship was head coverings for 
women (vv. 4–7, 13–16). To show respect 
for the principle, women covered their 
heads (or perhaps wore veils) during 
the worship service and men did not. 
Headship, however, is larger than the 
epistle’s immediate social situation and 
goes all the way back to creation (vv. 
8–10; Gen. 2:18). That is to say, when 
God made the world, He ordered it in 
certain ways. Headship is one of those 
ways—as Paul wrote, it is part of “the 
very nature of things” (v. 14).

Another dimension of headship is the 
equality and interdependence of men 
and women and the dependence of both 
upon God (vv. 11–12). Order, authority, 
and mutual submission all co-exist in the 
church as a witness to the world!

Everything comes from God.
1 Corinthians 11:12

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 11:2–16

20
FRIDAY

MAY

Our culture bombards us with messages about 
authority, submission, equality, and freedom, 
many of which are not consistent with Scripture. 
Headship can be a difficult principle to understand. 
Do you respond based on scriptural principles or 
cultural values? Reflection, discussion, prayer, and 
further study are appropriate responses.

Will you pray for Moody Radio 
Florida and its talented staff: Kate 
Bruington, Pierre Chestang, John 
Johnson, John Blok, Andrew 
Leuthold, and Ron Maxwell? May 
they continue to touch lives and 
change hearts with the truth of 
God’s Word on the airwaves!
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Celebrating the Lord’s Supper
Jeremy Begbie has written eloquently 
about beauty, hope, and worship: 
“Beauty we apprehend now is a Spirit-
given foretaste of the beauty still to be 
given, in the midst of a creation that 
languishes in bondage to corruption, 
groans in anticipation of a glory not yet 
revealed (Rom. 8:20–22).” We should 
thus “give thanks and look ahead to the 
beauty of the new heaven and the new 
earth, of which this world’s finest beauty 
is but a miniscule glimpse.”

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper should 
be a beautiful moment in the life of the 
church. Yet the way the Corinthians did it 
was a disgrace (vv. 17–22). God heartily 
disapproved of all of it; note Paul’s 
sarcasm in verse 19! Not only were they 
divided over leaders, lawsuits, and other 
issues, they treated communion as if it 
were merely a social occasion. Church 
gatherings often included a “love feast,” 
but the way it was handled humiliated 
the poor and dishonored the Lord. 

Instead, the Lord’s Supper must be 
observed worshipfully (vv. 23–26). 
This is a sacred ceremony, done in 
remembrance of Christ’s death and 
resurrection (see Luke 22:17–20). To 
eat the bread and drink the wine is 
to participate in His broken body and 
shed blood. To celebrate it together 
is to proclaim the gospel, and, for the 
Christian, gospel living is truly what it’s 
all about!

This means that believers should 
prepare themselves prior to communion 
(vv. 27–34). This includes eating 
beforehand, so as not to approach 
the Lord’s Supper in a gluttonous or 
ravenous manner. It requires spiritual 
self-examination about the state of 
our communion with God and with our 
fellow believers. The Corinthians were 
committing serious sin and bringing 
on themselves God’s judgment, being 
disciplined by Him for their own good 
(vv. 30–32).

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 11:17–34

SATURDAY
MAY

21
Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
1 Corinthians 11:26

Many see the Lord’s Supper as an acted sermon or 
living parable that symbolizes core spiritual truths. 
This may be what Paul meant when he wrote that 
we “proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” 
(v. 26). This statement also shows that taking 
communion should be accompanied by the good 
news of salvation in Christ.

Please include in your prayers 
today the fruitful ministry of Moody 
Distance Learning, headed by 
vice president and dean Dr. James 
Spencer. We thank God for the 
blessing of modern technology 
that brings a Moody education to 
learners across the globe.
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Gifts of the Holy Spirit
When Father Christmas finally breaks 
into Narnia in C. S. Lewis’s story, The 
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, he 
gives Peter, Susan, and Lucy special 
gifts. Peter receives a sword and shield, 
Susan a bow and arrows and a horn, 
and Lucy a small dagger and a bottle 
filled with a healing cordial. These 
gifts have particular purposes that are 
revealed as the story continues.

In the same way, the Holy Spirit gives 
spiritual gifts not for our personal 
enjoyment but for God’s particular 
purposes. Paul taught in today’s 
passage that the main purpose of 
spiritual gifts is to serve and edify the 
church (v. 7). Continuing important 
themes in this epistle, Paul addressed 
the question of order or propriety in 
worship as well as the issue of how to 
live in obedience to the gospel.

On our own, we cannot live like 
redeemed people should. This new 

way of life must be led and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit (vv. 1–3). The litmus 
test for spiritual regeneration is a 
person’s attitude toward Christ. Only 
the Spirit can enable people to confess 
Jesus as Savior and Lord. Within this 
new life, the diversity of spiritual gifts is 
from God (vv. 4–6). The Spirit distributes 
the gifts, the Son (as Head of the body) 
receives the service, and the Father is 
at work in and through it all.

Note that the list of spiritual gifts here 
is illuminating but not exhaustive (vv. 
8–11). Some were apparently given 
on specific occasions for specific 
purposes. Debates continue over 
whether all these gifts can still be found 
in the church today. Paul will return 
specifically to the gift of tongues in 
chapter 14. What we do know is that 
they are gifts—not anything earned—
freely given by the Spirit for His 
purposes, to bless the church and brng 
glory to God.

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit 
. . . different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 

1 Corinthians 12:4–5

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:1–11

22
SUNDAY

MAY

All spiritual gifts have the same source—the 
Spirit of God. And all spiritual gifts have the same 
purpose—the common good, to bless others. 
Thank the Lord for what He has given you, and 
then ask Him to show you how you can use that 
to bless someone this week. Spiritual gifts are not 
treasures to hoard but blessings to share.  

Please set aside some time today 
to pray for our ministry of the 
printed word—Moody Publishers. 
Paul Santhouse, vice president 
of Publications, who leads this 
ministry, is grateful for MP’s 
readers and supporters.
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The Imperative of Unity in Diversity
A classic series of Peanuts comic strips 
by Charles M. Schulz features Snoopy 
taking up jogging. As he runs, his body 
parts speak up. The lungs complain, 
“This is hard on us lungs.” The feet 
whine, “Why do we feet have to do all 
the work?” And the heart warns, “If I 
start complaining, you’re all in trouble.”

Sometimes the body of Christ acts 
this way as well! But that’s not what 
God intended. By comparing the 
church to a human body, Paul has 
highlighted its diverse yet unified 
nature. He had already taught on the 
imperative of unity, but unity doesn’t 
mean sameness. God’s design includes 
amazing, wonderful diversity, and this 
is beautifully communicated in the 
metaphor of the body with Christ as the 
Head (vv. 12–14). A body has many parts 
and functions and differences, yet it has 
a single identity and passes through 
experience as a unified entity. So, too, 
does the church.

In Paul’s first cycle of rather humorous 
examples (vv. 15–20), his point was 
that no part of the body is inferior 
or unneeded. Jews were not more 
important than Gentiles; slaves were 
not less essential than free believers. 
In context, then, we know there is 
no pecking order in the second list 
of spiritual gifts in verses 28 through 
30—none are inferior or unneeded. The 
second cycle of examples (vv. 21–27) 
makes the same point from the other 
direction, as Paul asserted that all parts 
of the body are indeed necessary and 
interdependent.

Whether ears, fingers, or lungs, we 
are all arranged in the body by God’s 
sovereign plan (v. 18). If we do not act 
in unity and shared concern, divisions 
and quarreling will generate a lose-lose 
situation—as if our feet were trying to 
go in two different directions!

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12–31

MONDAY
MAY

23
You are the body of Christ, and each 

one of you is a part of it. 
1 Corinthians 12:27

In what ways are you serving in your church? How 
are you using your spiritual gift(s) for the benefit of 
the body? God never meant for us to just sit in the 
pews and soak up good preaching every Sunday! If 
you need advice or ideas, we suggest meeting with 
a church leader. They know the needs and should 
be able to discern how your spiritual gifts might fit.

Pastors’ Conference begins 
today at Moody. While praying 
for these leaders of the church, 
please apply the Scriptures and 
the principles we are learning this 
month in Today in the Word on 
how to live as the church of Christ.
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The Imperative of Love
What would you expect to pay for a 
scoop of gourmet ice cream? How 
about $816? The Scoopi Café in Dubai 
offers the “Black Diamond,” which is ice 
cream flavored with Madagascar vanilla, 
Iranian saffron, black Italian truffles, and 
edible, 23-karat gold sprinkles. This 
treat comes with a Versace bowl and 
spoon that the customer keeps. It’s the 
most expensive ice cream in the world!

The most, the best, the highest—we 
find superlatives fascinating. When Paul 
wrote that he would describe “the most 
excellent way” (12:31), our ears perk up. 
This chapter is an encomium, that is, a 
poem written to praise an abstract idea 
or quality. Paul used poetic techniques 
such as hyperbole and metaphor to 
make his points more vividly.

First, he described the worth of love 
(vv. 1–3). Its value is incalculable, to 
the point where anything else, lacking 
love, is worthless or empty. He used 

examples that we might (and the 
Corinthians did) think of as spiritually 
impressive, which made his conclusion 
that much more shocking. Second, Paul 
defined or explained love (vv. 4–7). The 
Greek word is agape, meaning love that 
is selfless, self-sacrificing, warm, and full 
of good will and brotherly affection. It 
prioritizes the well being of others. This 
list should take our breath away! Who 
among us can claim to live like this? 
Only by the power of the Spirit can we 
grow in this direction.

Finally, this poem extols how and why 
love does what it does (vv. 8–12). It 
never fails. It leads us to maturity and 
completeness. The difference between 
love and the spiritual gifts is like the 
difference between a blurry mirror 
(Corinth was well-known for its high-
quality bronze mirrors) and seeing 
face-to-face; it’s the difference between 
childhood and adulthood. This is why 
love is the “greatest” (v. 13).

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do 
not have love, I am only . . . a clanging cymbal.

1 Corinthians 13:1

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 13

24
TUESDAY

MAY

How can we grow in love? How can we hope to 
have the qualities in this chapter describe us? We 
must become more like Jesus. One helpful book 
that explores this theme is Loving the Way Jesus 
Loves, by Philip Ryken, which puts 1 Corinthians 13, 
the “love chapter,” in dialogue with accounts of 
Jesus’ life and ministry from the Gospels.

As Pastors’ Conference continues 
today, would you pray for our 
Food Service staff who are 
especially busy now feeding 
hundreds of pastors? Today you 
can encourage in prayer Carlos 
Perez, Greg Dickson, Hoa Lam, 
Martin Rios, and Karen Davis.  
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Order in the Church: Tongues
The Roman centurion Cornelius was 
one of the first Gentiles to believe the 
gospel. When he and his household 
responded in faith to Peter’s message, 
“the Holy Spirit came on all who heard” 
(Acts 10:44). They spoke in tongues and 
praised God. This was the Lord’s way 
of letting the amazed Jewish believers 
know that the good news of salvation in 
Jesus was offered to Gentiles as well. 
Peter baptized these new believers and 
stayed several days to teach them the 
basics of the faith.

In the early church, the gift of tongues 
was often a sign to others of genuine 
saving faith. In today’s chapter, Paul 
taught the proper way for the gift of 
tongues to be used in the church, 
beginning from the principle that all 
spiritual gifts are used to edify the body 
and used in love (vv. 1–5). As long as 
the Corinthians understood the proper 
place and use of tongues and prophecy, 
it was fine for them to desire these gifts.

It’s clear from this context that the gift 
of speaking in tongues, on its own, 
would be unintelligible to others in 
the church. Unless someone was also 
granted the gift of interpretation to 
translate the utterance in tongues, not 
everyone would be edified by this gift. 
The Corinthians must have been overly 
fascinated with the gift of tongues, 
given how strongly Paul warned them of 
the danger of words that could not be 
understood and of “speaking into the 
air” (vv. 6–12).

Therefore, the apostle urged the church 
to pray for the gift of interpretation (vv. 
13–19). Then the spirits and minds of all 
present—not just the spirit and not just 
one person—could worship more fully, 
with clear understanding, and in greater 
unity. Then tongues could function as 
intended—as a sign of divine judgment, 
putting unbelievers under conviction of 
sin and causing them to acknowledge, 
“God is really among you!” (vv. 20–25).

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 14:1–25

WEDNESDAY
MAY

25
Follow the way of love and eagerly 

desire gifts of the Spirit.
1 Corinthians 14:1

This letter has not avoided difficult or controversial 
questions! Is your head spinning? Today might be 
a good day to review what we’ve learned. Make 
a list of Christian virtues or godly qualities that 
should characterize the life of the church. What 
does gospel living look like in community? How 
does this book argue for these virtues?

Continue to uphold in prayer our 
Food Service: Jeffery Williams, 
Jonathan True, and Richard Carr. 
As they provide nourishment 
for Moody’s staff, students, and 
guests, pray that they would be 
strengthened by the Lord and 
refreshed by His Spirit.
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Order in the Church: Worship
Christian songwriter Darlene Zschech, 
reflecting on her popular praise song, 
“Shout to the Lord,” said: “I still get 
overwhelmed as I hear people worship 
Jesus with those lyrics. . . . I personally 
stand in awe of God’s faithfulness every 
single time I sing it. Worship is not about 
you and your songs, it’s about the glory 
of God.”

That’s the heart of worship! And 
since the glory of God is found not in 
disorder or chaos (v. 33) but in order 
and harmony, church worship services 
should be characterized by everything 
being “done in a fitting and orderly 
way” (vv. 36–40). The Corinthians were 
not to forbid tongues or prophecy, but 
they needed to reform their unruly 
approach to these practices.

Today’s passage is a review of sorts. 
Initially, Paul revisited the topic of 
order with reference to the spiritual 
gifts (vv. 26–33). Believers should 

come prepared with a hymn, word 
of instruction, or something else to 
share for the building up of the body. 
Those with the gift of tongues should 
speak one at a time, and then only with 
interpretation. Those with the gift of 
prophecy should also take turns, and 
their words should be subject to others’ 
discernment. These guidelines were 
necessary to accomplish the purposes 
of instruction and encouragement.

Next, Paul briefly recapped the topic 
of order with reference to the roles 
of men and women in the church 
(vv. 34–35). He seems to address a 
specific problem in which the Corinthian 
women were contributing to disorderly 
worship services, in part because of 
a failure to submit to proper authority. 
This is clearly not a blanket prohibition 
against women speaking during church, 
because he had already mentioned 
women praying or prophesying there 
(see 11:5).

God is not a God of disorder but of peace.
1 Corinthians 14:33

READ  1 CORINTHIANS 14:26–40

26
THURSDAY

MAY

For many American churches today, order in worship 
is not the problem. We have a bulletin with the exact 
order of the service. Events tend to happen within 
set time limits. Unlike the Corinthians’ unbounded 
enthusiasm for participation, too often we are 
passive observers at church. How can we bring our 
gifts so “that the church may be built up” (v. 26)?

Concluding our prayers for 
Moody’s Food Service, please 
add these team members to your 
list: Rachel Campbell, Rebecca 
Williamson, Steven Frausto, Tyler 
Ringer, and Vinh Hoang. Ask for 
God’s love and peace in their lives 
and for His guidance in their work.
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The Church and the Resurrection of Christ
The Sunday morning after Jesus’ 
crucifixion, several of His female 
followers went to the tomb to anoint 
His body with spices for burial. To their 
amazement, they found the stone rolled 
away and the body gone! Two angels 
told them, “Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? He is not here; 
he has risen!” (Luke 24:1–12).

The resurrection of Christ is a literal, 
historical fact. Without it, our faith is 
misplaced and our religion pointless. 
With it, we have hope that cannot 
be shaken! Today’s chapter makes a 
bookend of sorts with chapters 1 and 2. 
The Cross demonstrates God’s strength 
and wisdom because Jesus didn’t stay 
there. Death could not hold Him. The 
Cross and the resurrection are thus 
complementary pillars of our faith and 
the key to gospel living (vv. 1–2). They 
reveal and undergird how, why, and in 
whose strength the church should live.

Paul had received these truths directly 
from Christ Himself (vv. 3–7). Though 
Paul was not one of the original twelve 
disciples, Jesus had appeared to him 
personally on the Damascus road (see 
Acts 9). These verses also sound as if 
they were part of oral tradition of faith, 
perhaps a creed (statement of belief) 
repeated aloud during worship services 
of the early church.

The good news of the gospel, founded 
upon the Cross and the resurrection, 
had changed Paul from a persecutor of 
Christians into a Christian missionary 
(vv. 8–11). He gave all the credit to 
God and His grace for this profound 
transformation. This meant that there 
was really no excuse for the Corinthians 
to be quarreling about the greatness 
of human leaders. As one commentary 
reminds us, “It is Christ’s story which 
gives meaning to our lives, not our story 
which gives meaning to Christ’s life.”

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1–11

FRIDAY
MAY
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Christ died for our sins . . . he was buried, and he was 

raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. 
1 Corinthians 15:3–4

Though it’s not Easter on the calendar, singing an 
Easter hymn would be an appropriate response to 
today’s devotion. Two classic choices are “Up From 
the Grave He Arose” and “Christ the Lord Is Risen 
Today.” Both can be easily located in most hymnbooks 
or online. Whether you sing, listen, or read the words 
aloud, rejoice today in Christ’s victory over death!

Dr. Junias Venugopal, provost 
and dean of Education, oversees 
Moody’s undergraduate, graduate 
and distance education. He 
requests your prayers for Moody 
Aviation graduates as they 
participate in their Commissioning 
Celebration in Spokane, WA.
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The Church and the Resurrection of the Dead
Seventeenth-century English poet and 
pastor George Herbert prayed in his 
poem, “Easter Wings”: “With thee / O let 
me rise / As larks, harmoniously, / And 
sing this day thy victories: / Then shall 
the fall further the flight in me. . . . With 
thee / Let me combine, / And feel thy 
victorie: / For, if I imp [put] my wing on 
thine, / Affliction shall advance the flight 
in me.”

Our hope of resurrection, Paul taught, 
is as real as the resurrection of Christ 
Himself. In fact, the one depends 
upon the other. Apparently some of 
the Corinthians doubted this, and Paul 
firmly corrected their error (vv. 12–19). 
The fact that Christ was raised from 
the dead is God’s guarantee that we, 
too, will one day be raised from the 
dead. What’s more, everything about 
our faith stands or falls together based 
on this doctrine and historical event. 
Jesus is the “firstborn from among the 

dead,” with the rest of us to follow. If 
this present life is all there is, then the 
dead are gone and our hope of eternity 
is empty.

Since Christ has been raised, however, 
and the gospel is true, then everything 
stands (vv. 20–28). The apostles are 
witnesses to truth. The preaching of 
the gospel is powerful and effective. 
Our faith is firmly anchored. The dead 
will be raised! Just as death reigned 
because of Adam, so now life reigns 
because of Christ, the second Adam 
(see Rom. 5:12–21). This is God’s plan 
for history.

Therefore, we are to live in and with 
the hope of resurrection (vv. 29–34). 
It’s clear that without this resurrection 
hope, we might as well eat, drink, and 
be merry, for tomorrow we die, a line 
Paul quotes from a Greek comedy. With 
this hope, we can live for the Lord.

Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

1 Corinthians 15:20

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:12–34
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The poem “Easter Wings” by George Herbert is an 
example of shaped verse. By looking at this poem, 
you can see the care with which Herbert shaped 
his two stanzas to look like wings on the printed 
page. The visual structure has a theological basis, 
as each stanza gets narrower when describing sin 
and wider when describing resurrection.

Again, we invite you to pray for 
Moody Bible Institute in Spokane 
celebrating Commencement today. 
Our praise and thanks go to God 
for the Spokane students and for 
campus administration: Jack Lewis, 
campus dean, and Nathanael 
Schey, operations manager. 
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The Church’s Hope: Raised to Eternal Life 
Nineteenth-century evangelist D. L. 
Moody said: “Some day you will read 
in the papers that D. L. Moody of East 
Northfield is dead. Don’t you believe 
a word of it! At that moment I shall be 
more alive than I am now; I shall have 
gone up higher, that is all, out of this 
old clay tenement into a house that is 
immortal—a body that death cannot 
touch, that sin cannot taint; a body 
fashioned like unto His glorious body.”

This is the church’s certain hope: to 
be raised from the dead and given 
a glorified body for all eternity. The 
Greeks believed in the immortality of the 
soul but not the body. Once again, the 
“foolishness” of the Cross proves wiser 
and truer than any human belief system.

What kind of body will our resurrection 
bodies be (vv. 35–44)? They will still 
be physical, and our identities will 
continue. But they will be different, as 
a seed is different from the plant that 

grows from it. Our new bodies will be 
suitable for heaven. Their flesh will not 
suffer from sickness, aging, or decay. 
In short, natural bodies will become 
spiritual bodies.

Why will our resurrection bodies be 
different (vv. 45–49)? Because they 
need to be fit for eternity and to be 
in God’s presence. Gone will be our 
mortality—it’s difficult to imagine this 
universal characteristic disappearing—
because it’s a result of the Fall, when 
sin and death entered the world. We will 
be like “the heavenly man,” Jesus, who 
already has His glorified body.

At this point in his argument, Paul could 
not help but celebrate Christ’s victory 
(vv. 50–58). One day, God’s trumpet 
will sound. Sin and death will be finally 
banished, their “sting” erased. We will 
be raised imperishable, immortal, and 
glorious! Therefore, our “labor in the 
Lord is not in vain” (v. 58).

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:35–58

SUNDAY
MAY
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Death has been swallowed up in victory. 

1 Corinthians 15:54

As you look and pray over your schedule, to-do 
list, checkbook record, or daily journal, which 
activities, priorities, and resources (such as time 
and money) have the most to do with eternity? 
Which are best preparing you to be in heaven with 
Christ? Which are helping to share the good news 
with those who haven’t heard or don’t believe? 

Today and tomorrow, would 
you include in your prayers the 
Student Services team at Moody 
Bible Institute in Spokane? Please 
pray for Daniel Ward, Abigail 
Tennant, and Brian Jaworski and 
ask God to bless their interactions 
with students.
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Paul’s Personal Comments
In Is There a Meaning in This Text?, 
theologian Kevin J. Vanhoozer wrote 
of the church and Scripture, “The 
church should be that community 
of humbly confident interpreter-
believers whose consciences, seared 
and sealed by the Spirit, are captive 
to the Word. . . . Readers who work 
and pray over the text, who interpret 
freely and responsibly, and who 
follow its itineraries of meaning, will 
be progressively transformed into the 
image of him who is the ultimate object 
of the biblical witness.”

This was certainly Paul’s desire for the 
believers at Corinth! As he closed his 
epistle to them, he gave instructions 
for the Jerusalem offering (vv. 1–4), 
shared his ministry and travel plans (vv. 
5–12), and added several additional 
exhortations and personal comments, 
a typical way for him to end a letter (vv. 
13–18). Many of these were words of 
commendation for the household of 

Stephanas as believers devoted to the 
service of the church. 

The offering was being collected for 
poor Christians in Jerusalem. This was a 
special project of Paul’s—he mentioned 
it to the Galatians and Macedonians as 
well—because it was an opportunity to 
practice unity across the Jew-Gentile 
divide (see Acts 24:17; Rom. 15:25–27). 
Others would handle the money (v. 3), 
so there was no way to accuse him of 
seeking personal financial gain.

Though Paul wanted to visit the 
Corinthians, his priority was to advance 
the gospel. He expressed his desire to 
see them without saying exactly when 
that would be. In the meantime, he was 
sending Timothy, whom the Corinthians 
already knew and respected. Apollos 
would visit later (v. 12), presumably 
reinforcing the message that they 
dishonored God and the gospel by 
quarreling over human leaders.

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be 
courageous; be strong.

1 Corinthians 16:13

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 16:1–18

MONDAY
MAY

Giving “in keeping with your income” (v. 2) is 
a sound principle for us as well. Paul told the 
Corinthians that “God loves a cheerful giver” and 
urged them to “excel in this grace of giving” (2 Cor. 
8–9). What percentage of your income goes to 
your church and the Lord’s work? Is this minimal or 
generous? Is it given grudgingly or gladly?

 These additional members of 
Student Services team at Moody 
in Spokane will appreciate your 
prayer support today. Pray that 
God would bless the ministry of 
Kathleen Hills, Thomas Anderson, 
and Tina Armagost with spiritual 
fruit in the lives of students.

30



APPLY THE WORDAPPLY THE WORD PRAY WITH US

TODAY IN THE WORD38

Conclusion of the Epistle
Jesus prayed that His church would 
“be brought to complete unity. Then 
the world will know that you sent me 
and have loved them even as you have 
loved me . . . Righteous Father, though 
the world does not know you, I know 
you, and they know that you have 
sent me. I have made you known to 
them, and will continue to make you 
known in order that the love you have 
for me may be in them and that I myself 
may be in them” (John 17:23, 25–26).

Like Jesus, Paul wanted the church 
at Corinth to abide in Christ and bear 
much fruit. He wanted them to live 
in unity as a witness to the world. 
He wanted them to experience the 
fullness of the Father’s love in their 
daily lives and worship. These were his 
motivations in writing this epistle, as 
seen especially in how he rebuked their 
sin, corrected their misunderstandings, 
and taught them about gospel living.

As he closed the letter, Paul shared 
greetings from other believers, 
especially Priscilla and Aquila (vv. 
19–20). Former residents of Corinth 
(apparently in Ephesus at the time Paul 
wrote this letter), they had helped Paul 
plant this church and would have been 
well known to the Corinthian believers. 

Paul likely wrote the epistle’s final 
verses himself, in his own handwriting 
(as opposed to dictating to a scribe), 
as a kind of certification of the letter’s 
authenticity (vv. 21–24). His final 
exhortation: Love the Lord! His final 
prayer: “Come, Lord!” (v. 22). Together, 
these form a sobering reminder that 
those who don’t respond to the gospel 
are headed for God’s judgment instead 
of God’s presence when Christ returns. 
That’s why proclaiming the gospel and 
living it out are central to the calling and 
daily life of the church.

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 16:19–24

TUESDAY
MAY
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Do everything in love.

1 Corinthians 16:14

Jesus and Paul prayed for the church, and a fitting 
way to conclude this study of 1 Corinthians would 
be to pray for your own local church. Include 
leaders and others who attend, thanking God for 
His gifts and asking Him to guide your church in 
spiritual growth. Also pray for the church around 
the world, that the gospel would go forth to many.

Please pray for God’s provision of 
energy, strength, and guidance 
for Steven Mogck, executive vice 
president, as he works together 
with the whole leadership team 
to implement all the available 
resources to carry out Moody’s 
mission and purpose.
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